Education Programmes

WELCOME TO THE NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM
TE MATA TOA EDUCATION SERVICE
Mission

Programmes

To engage students with the unique history
and role of the New Zealand Army Ngati
Tumatauenga and the stories of our soldiers –
ordinary people doing extraordinary things under
unimaginable circumstances.

Our educational programmes are brought to life
through the rich displays, original artefacts and their
connected stories at the National Army Museum.

Our purpose is to help students understand our
identity as a country and our place in the world,
preparing them for a changing future.

Programmes are linked to the various strands of the
curriculum and our pre-visit discussions will enable you
to get the best possible lesson that meets your needs.
This guide provides an overview of our most popular
programmes however other programmes can be
designed to suit your learning outcomes.
To book a visit or talk with an Educator please
contact us. Phone (06) 3876911 or email
mark.hays@nzdf.mil.nz.
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1

National Identity
Discover New Zealand’s military history from the Red
Coat of the Imperial Forces to the Blue Beret of the
Peacekeepers with a guided tour of the Museum. Students
will explore and experience the vast technological
changes through time, from uniforms and weaponry to
equipment and communications. Students will be able
to reflect on how conflict has shaped our nation and it’s
identity. This lesson provides the core component of each
educational programme at the Museum.
AGE
TIME
LEARNING AREA

2

All
60 minutes
Social Sciences

Remembrance

Remembrance and Memorial
Develop empathy and connect with significant military
events throughout New Zealand’s history. Students will
discover who, what, when, where, how and why we
remember our men and women who made the ultimate
sacrifice during times of war. Through discussion
and sharing knowledge, students will synthesise an
understanding of the ANZAC legacy.

AGE
TIME
LEARNING AREA

Year 1-8
60 minutes
Social Sciences, English

Gallipoli Medics

Tangiwai Disaster 1953

Respond to first-hand accounts of soldiers in World War
I using original diaries from Gallipoli. Students will gain
an understanding of the conditions experienced by the
New Zealand Expeditionary Force during World War I, and
the effects this had on the medics and stretcher bearers.
Exploring the concepts of physical and moral courage,
students will take part in a group exercise and role-play
the rescue and evacuation of the wounded (fake blood
and latex wounds) by classmate stretcher bearers.
AGE
TIME
LEARNING AREA

Year 5-8
60 minutes
Social Sciences, English,
The Arts (drama)

Using our Tangiwai rail disaster display, students will
investigate the circumstances which led to this tragedy, and
explain the involvement of both the New Zealand Army and
local community in response to this natural disaster.
Compare and contrast the emergency response in 1953
to that of modern day natural disasters such as the
Christchurch earthquakes.
Complete the lesson with a visit to the site of the disaster
and its memorial 5km from the museum.
AGE

Year 1-13

TIME

30 minutes (at museum)
10 minutes travel to Tangiwai
Memorial site (self guided).

LEARNING AREA

Social Sciences, Our Natural
World, English

3

Our People, Our History, Our Legacy

Gallipoli

Campaigns of World War II

Who were the Anzac’s? Connect with the past through the
stories and treasures from the Gallipoli campaign. Using
scale model topographical dioramas, artefacts, diaries,
photographs and medals, students will gain an overview
of the Gallipoli campaign from 25th April 1915 until 18th
December 1915.
Students will explore, discuss and reflect on the reasons
for New Zealand’s involvement in the campaign.
AGE
TIME
LEARNING AREA

4

Year 4-8
60 minutes
Social Sciences

Evaluate the context surrounding a significant conflict or
event from World War II and its impact on society at that
time. Students will also have the chance to reflect upon
the ways these events continue to effect society today.
Lessons can focus on a particular battle(s) or on a theme
e.g. women in war, rationing and the Homefront, and
prisoners of war.
Students will have the opportunity to utilise the extensive
collection available within the Kippenberger Military
Archive and Research Library to consider, discuss
and explain the New Zealand Army’s involvement in
campaigns from the Second World War.
Students will build upon key research skills, compiling
primary and secondary sources for NCEA assignments.

AGE
TIME

LEARNING AREA

Year 11-13
1-2 days (Accommodation
options in Waiouru (subject to
availability) or within 20 minutes in
Ohakune.)
Social Sciences

Propaganda

Vietnam

Using a range of existing military posters from Britain,
America and Germany, explore the concept of propaganda
and its impact through discussion and debate.
Relate these examples to continuing practice of
propaganda in today’s society e.g. the recent New Zealand
flag referendum.

Students will role-play a military ‘Court of Inquiry’ from
the Vietnam conflict. Select a character from an anti
war protestor, a New Zealand soldier, a United States
conscripted soldier, a Vietcong member, and a politician.
Students will analyse and debate their character’s
perspective of the conflict. Participants will be able to
develop connections to each of the characters involved
and impose their values on the group.

AGE

Year 7-10

AGE

Year 11-13

TIME

60 minutes

TIME

90 minutes

LEARNING AREA

Social Sciences, Art, English

LEARNING AREA

Social Sciences, English

5

Taonga

New Zealand Wars
Analyse the differences between early Maori and
European weaponry and warfare strategies using
authentic artefacts as examples.
Students will learn a Maori action song and understand
the connection these movements share with actions
practiced in traditional Maori warfare.

AGE
TIME
LEARNING AREA
LINKS

6

Year 1-8
60 minutes

How To Set Up A Museum Display
Experience a world class museum first-hand and learn the
strategies for creating an engaging and informative display.
Students will have the opportunity to build upon these
guidelines to brainstorm their own concepts and designs.
These will be discussed with experienced staff and
compared to museum best practice. Students will be
encouraged to reflect upon concepts such as visitor
engagement, artefact management, lighting and cabinetry
requirements as they plan and create a display.
Ideas can be adapted and adopted into student’s
assignments to earn NCEA credits.

Tikanga Maori, Social Sciences,
the Arts
National Army Marae
Rongomaraeroa o nga hau e wha
lesson, visit Te Porere Redoubt
near Whakapapa in the Tongariro
National Park.

AGE
TIME
LEARNING AREA

Year 11-13 NCEA Level 1-3
90 minutes
Social Sciences

How To Research
Students will identify through pre-visit research, a name
from their local war memorial or a family member who
has served in a significant conflict.
Using the backdrop of the museum and its research
centre, students will be able to differentiate between the
wide range of primary and secondary resources available.
Students will compare published and unpublished material
from the Kippenberger Military Archive and Research
Library with modern internet resources such as the
cenotaph database.
Students will discuss the importance of keywords
when conducting research in order to access the most
relevant material available. The lesson will also provide an
opportunity to enhance their essay-writing skills.
AGE
TIME
LEARNING AREA

Year 9-13
30 minutes - All Day
English, Social Sciences

Technology

Evolution of Firearms
From swords to rocket launchers, students can follow the
advance of technology through this informative, hands-on
lesson. Our Educators compare matchlocks to flintlocks,
muzzle loaders to fully automatic weapons.
Students are able to experience first hand the weight of
these historic weapons and compare them to the weight
of their games consoles at home. Imagine being a soldier
carrying equipment in Iraq or Afghanistan or being one of
your ancestors at Gallipoli 100 years ago.
Safety is paramount around firearms and in this lesson.

Evolution of Uniforms
Students can feel the contrast between harsh itchy
woollen Redcoats of the Imperial troops of the New
Zealand Wars and compare the texture to todays multi
layered, multi terrain combat uniforms.
From battledress khakis to Bombay Bloomers, JG’s, DPM’s
through to MCU’s - what do all these acronyms mean?
Discover connections to student’s whanau and tipuna who wore these uniforms at El Alamein or Vietnam?
Opportunity to dress up in replica as well as authentic
uniforms adds to the enjoyment of the learning, and
creates a unique class trip photo.

AGE

Year 7-13

AGE

Year 1-13

TIME

90 minutes

TIME

30 minutes

LEARNING AREA

Technology

LEARNING AREA

Technology

7

Survival of a Soldier – ration pack cooking
Describe the daily requirements for soldiers in the field by
examining authentic ration pack contents. Students will be
assigned to small groups work cooperatively to cook and
eat a soldier ration pack = lunch army style!
Students will consider differing dietary requirements and
food allergies, and can adapt a menu to cook for large
numbers of troops in the field. They will also be able to
relate the differences of modern diets to that of soldiers in
the trenches during World War I.

An army marches on its stomach. But what goes into that
stomach? Students will compare rations of Great Grandad
with modern diets today.
Students will describe and discuss rationing during World
War II and why it was necessary. They will explain the
differences in the types of meals that were common then
with today?
This lesson will provoke thought - how would you
survive? What could you fit into your schoolbag if you
were to become a refugee? Reflect on what it would
have been like living in Christchurch during the big
earthquakes.

AGE

Year 3-13

AGE

TIME

90 minutes

TIME

LEARNING AREA

8

Food, Glorious Food

Technology, Maths, English

LEARNING AREA

Year 4-8
60 minutes
Social Sciences

Ngati Tumatauenga – Tribe Of The War God,
The New Zealand Army Today

The New Zealand Army
What is the role of a soldier in the New Zealand Army
today and how does this compare with soldiers in World
War I and II? Students will learn of the changing role of
the New Zealand Army with a focus on peacekeeping,
civil and humanitarian assistance and their role in natural
disasters.
Consider what makes New Zealanders such great
peacekeepers? Students will explore our cultural and
ethnic makeup as a nation to answer these questions.

National Army Marae
Rongomaraeroa o nga hau e wha
This authentic learning experience usually begins with
students actively involved in a powhiri or mihi whakatau.
Nga kaitiaki, the guardians of the marae will guide students
in the protocols of the National Army Marae, Rongomaraeroa
o nga hau e wha and Ngati Tumatauenga - the tribe of the
Maori war god.
Students will be able to describe the history and signficance
of the multi cultural meeting house and it’s many taonga.

AGE

Year 11-13

AGE

TIME

90 minutes

TIME

LEARNING AREA

Social Sciences NCEA
LEARNING AREA

All Ages (bookings essential)
60 minutes
Overnight stays available
(bookings essential)
Te Reo Maori, Arts,
Social Sciences

9

Early Childhood Education
Programmes for Early Childhood Centres, and Kohanga
Reo groups are very popular at National Army Museum.
Poppy making, making wreaths, and discovering the
meaning behind ANZAC Day all combine to make an
emotional ceremony at our Roimata Pounamu Tears on
Greenstone memorial. Children are encouraged to lay a
poppy and join in a waiata to celebrate your visit.
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To book a visit or talk with an Educator
please contact us - Phone (06) 3876911 or
email mark.hays@nzdf.mil.nz.

State Highway One, Waiouru
OPEN DAILY from 9:00 - 4:30pm

www.armymuseum.co.nz

