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Success Criteria
Students describe the different 
attitudes New Zealanders hold 

toward Armistice Day, and 
explain why our attitudes reflect 

multiple perspectives.  

Critical Thinking
What value do we give to 

Armistice Day? What stories do 
we tell about New Zealanders 

who served in WW1? What 
stories are not told?

Creativity
Learn the history of wreaths 

and make your own to be laid in 
remembrance on Armistice Day.

Collaboration
Work together to plan a class 

service for Armistice Day and/or 
contact your local RSA to 

support their planned service.

Armistice Day
The signing of the Armistice in 

November, 1918 at Le Francport, France 
ended World War 1, and the fighting on 

land, sea, and air between the Allies and 
their last remaining opponent, Germany, 
Nowadays, on the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month we commemorate 
Armistice Day to remember the courage, 

sacrifice, and suffering of the soldiers, 
their families, and communities.

Aotearoa New Zealand Histories Draft Curriculum - Big Idea
The course of Aotearoa New Zealand’s history has been shaped by the exercise and effects of power
Individuals, groups, and organisations have exerted and contested power in ways that have improved the lives of people and communities, and in ways that 
have led to damage, injustice, and conflict. Ideologies and beliefs, from within and beyond Aotearoa New Zealand, underpin expressions of power and 
resistance and insisting on rights and identity.



Creativity
Write a journal of imagined 
diary entries for a WW1 New 
Zealand soldier, nurse, or war 
correspondent. Each entry is a 
‘six word sentence’ only. 
E.g:  ‘Bill is homesick, his Dad 
died.’

Success criteria
Students recognise the multiple 
perspectives within the WW1 
narratives. 
Who is telling the story?
Students understand that there 
are many stories not told and 
some of the reasons why.

Critical thinking
Not all New Zealanders 
supported the war effort. One 
famous dissenter was Archibald 
Baxter – find out about him (he 
was severely punished) and 
think about his strong and 
unflinching views. Why did he 
have these beliefs do you 
think?

Collaboration
Research two New Zealanders 
who fought in WW1, and retell 
the stories of their service. 
Find our about the NZ hospitals 
that were set up in England for 
our soldiers – why were they 
special?

At school: pre visit:

At the museum:

Back at school:

Creativity
Make a wreath at the museum 
or via our virtual classroom 
instruction.

Success criteria
Students make a wreath and 
explain their choices of the 
materials used to make it.

Critical thinking
Think about the materials and 
found objects selected to make 
the wreath. Can materials 
represent values or attributes? 
What is the significance of the 
found objects?

Collaboration
Attend (in person or via our 
Facebook livestream) our 
Armistice Day Commemoration.
Take a tour of our WW1 gallery.

Creativity
View the movie 1917 or another 
WW1 visual text. What are the 
major themes within the 
narrative? How many 
perspectives are represented?

Success criteria
Students can describe some of 
the multiple perspectives 
towards and about WW1, for 
example, soldiers, women,  
pacifists, Germans.

Critical thinking
Why do young people choose 
to remember historical events 
of significance in these events?

Collaboration
Organise an Armistice service 
at school or support your local 
RSA service.
Organise a fundraiser at school 
for your local RSA.


