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He waka eke noa
We are all in this together

The New Zealand soldiers’ and nurses’ experience in Gallipoli
in World War 1, and the birth of the ANZAC bond between
Australia and New Zealand.
History isn’t something that happens to someone else. Right now, you are living through an
extraordinary event that is changing the New Zealand way of life: the COVID-19 pandemic. Future
students might look back on this moment and ask: how did they feel? How did they make it
through?
We can ask the same questions about another generation of Kiwis who lived through extraordinary
times: New Zealand men and women who went to the other side of the world to fight an
enemy to our way of life – in World War 1 (1914-1918).
Then, like now, a major global crisis forced everyday New Zealanders to reconsider the way that
they were used to living. They didn’t know whether the future would be good or bad – but they put
their hope in victory and went overseas to risk their lives for their country.
For each of the activities below:
- Read about the New Zealand experience at Gallipoli.
- Reflect on how were these New Zealanders feeling.
- Respond to the questions or instructions at the end of each activity.

Share your answers with your classmates and teacher. We all have our own unique
experiences, and we can all learn as much from each other as we can from our nation’s
history.
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Activity 1: The birth of the Anzac union
- the Gallipoli Campaign
In August 1914, our Prime Minister William Massey announced New Zealand would support Great
Britain who had declared war on Germany. By October of that year our first soldiers were ready to
go and 8454 of them left Wellington by ship to join up with the Australian forces. They expected to
go to the Western Front (Belgium/France) to fight but instead went first to Egypt and were then
sent to capture the Gallipoli Peninsula.
Each year on April 25th we commemorate Anzac Day.
On that day in 1915, thousands of New Zealanders and
Australians stormed the beaches of Gallipoli. For eight months
New Zealanders and Australians fought (alongside soldiers from
Britain and other countries) against the Ottoman forces who
were defending their homeland, the country now called Turkey.
In the end our campaign was a failure and in 1916, just after
Christmas we, and all our allies, retreated from the peninsula.

World War One
Great Britain (England,
Scotland, Wales, Northern
Ireland), Ireland,India,
France, Russia, Italy,
Newfoundland, United
States, Australia, New
Zealand
vs
Germany, Austria-Hungary,
the Ottoman Empire,
Bulgaria

More than 130,000 men had died. Of that number, 87,000 were
Ottoman soldiers.
Our side lost 44,000 Allied soldiers, including more than 8700
Australians.
Of our NZ soldiers - one out of every six who landed on Gallipoli died,
more that 2700 men.

1a Many New Zealanders thought that war would be an adventure with their mates and would be
over in a few short weeks. How do you think the soldiers changed as the war went on and on, and
they saw some of their friends die?
1b If you were a soldier at Gallipoli what was the best outcome you could hope for?
1c Tukuihotanga is the practice of passing knowledge and custom from one generation to the
next. If these relationships are broken there is trauma and loss.
We lost our young people in WW1 and now the world is afraid of losing their kaumatua, their
elders to COVID-19. So many young NZ men never came back from WW1 – what impact did that
have on NZ after the war? So many over-70’s around the world are being struck down by
COVID-19 – what impact will that have?
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Activity 2: A Leader - Colonel William Malone
Malone was a soldier and had seen that war was coming. He began to prepare by studying
military history and following a fitness routine so he would be strong and fit in preparation for
military service. When war was declared he volunteered immediately and because he had a good
reputation as a leader he was made commander of the Wellington Infantry Battalion. He was on
his way to war with his men by October 1914. Although he placed high demands on his men, he
was well respected for he also showed concern and interest in their welfare.
2a There are leaders who look after people that rely on them and other leaders who don’t. After
reading the paragraph (above) think about what Malone’s leadership qualities were – can you list
five different qualities?
2b Who do you see as an excellent NZ leader? Look at your list for Malone – does the leader you
admire have any of the same qualities?

Extracts from the Gallipoli Diary of Lieutenant Colonel William George Malone
April 24th, 1915
... I have just arranged with Home to issue to every platoon commander a phial of morphia
tablets so that any wounded man can be at once given a tabloid or two to put under his
tongue and thus get relief from pain. The tabloid will take from ten to fifteen minutes to
dissolve and to work but it will be a great blessing to the wounded men and a great help to
the nerves of their mates who will be saved quickly the hearing of the wounded men’s cries.
We gave the men rice and dried apricots stewed for their tea tonight as an extra. It was an
unexpected treat and very welcome. Tomorrow we give them for their last meal on board rice
and stewed prunes.
Monday, 10 May
... I am not hitting it too well with our Brigadier. He seems to resent my asking for information
and for not too readily allowing my men to be plunged ahead without reconnaissance and
information.
2c Malone was well known for protecting his men
whenever he could. This meant that sometimes he
would not do what his commanders told him to do (see
his diary for May 10). A Brigadier is a very senior
commander and normally everyone would do exactly
what he said.
Do you think that defying authority in this way is a good
leadership quality? Say why.
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Activity 3: Nurses went to war
New Zealand nurses, doctors, orderlies, and chaplains left for Egypt on our first hospital ship, the
Maheno, in July 1915. All were shocked by the condition of the first wounded and sick Gallipoli
casualties taken aboard at Anzac Cove on 27 August. For two days everyone worked without rest
and the ship’s operating theatres were in constant use. On the 28th, the Maheno left for the island
of Lemnos with 445 patients. From there the wounded were taken to Alexandria on other vessels.
There had already been deaths on the Maheno and more men died during the short voyage. Over
the next few weeks the nurses worked punishingly hard as the Maheno made several trips
between Lemnos and Gallipoli, always bringing back hundreds of patients. After broken sleep in
cramped accommodation, the nurses began work at 6.30 a.m. and often did not finish until near
midnight.
From ‘Kai Tiaki’ – The Journal of the Nurses of New Zealand
“…arrived at Gallipoli for the Suvla landing. We could see the fighting quite distinctly, and a
few shells burst in the water quite near to our ship, but no damage was done. The Hospital
ships were really used as casualty clearing stations, so you can imagine the state of the
patients when we received them. The operating theatre was busy night and day. Hundreds
passed through our out-patients department. We dressed the minor wounds and passed
them on to trawlers which took them to Lemnos Island. The weather was frightfully hot and
the flies swarmed in with the patients. We found the dysentery cases the most trying to
nurse, how those poor men did suffer…”
Sister Carrie Jones

“I have been nursing under canvas as acting Supervising Sister of the football field tents…I
had 260 beds with an average of 243 patients…
During the big convoys from Gallipoli, we were doing 166-190 dressings a day. Dysentery,
diarrhoea and typhoid caused a lot of work in their season, then came the frost bites. Some of
the gunshot wounds were terrible, but there was nothing to equal these frost bites. With a
gunshot wound one felt that something could be done, but some of the frost bites were
hopeless.”
Edith D. Taylor

3a New Zealand soldiers preferred to have New Zealand nurses care for them when they were
wounded. Why would that be?
3b Are nurses important to New Zealand again now? Say why.
3c New Zealand nurses have had to strike in recent years for better pay and conditions. Are they
poorly paid because they are bad at their jobs? If not, why aren’t they paid better?
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Activity 4: Remembrance
This year will be different because of the global pandemic but usually, each year, many Australians
and New Zealanders go to Gallipoli on April 25th.
Also, each year in New Zealand the Anzac Day services have more and more people going to
them. Young people as well as the old. We want to be there to honour the sacrifice our soldiers
and nurses made more than 100 years ago and all the people in the Armed Forces who have
served, for us, since then.
4a Do you agree that it is important to remember when people make sacrifices to keep our way of
life? Say why.
4b What are some symbols of remembrance that we have in NZ?
GALLIPOLI OF 1915 AND 1948
Extracts from an article by Lieutenant Colonel Cyril Bassett V.C., in which he reflects on a visit he
made to Gallipoli in 1948. Bassett was the only member of the NZEF awarded the Victoria Cross
during the Gallipoli Campaign.

Arrival
Just before dawn on Anzac Day, 1948 I stood on the Beach Cemetery, south of Anzac Cove
on Gallipoli. Always, since Gallipoli days long ago, I had dreamed of returning, but in those
dreams I had scarcely dared to hope that the actual chance to do so would ever come. And
now I was back, back again, representing New Zealand as the nominee of the New Zealand
Returned Services Association, on an official commemorative visit. The unexpected turn of
events, the swiftness of it all, had left me a little bewildered. ..It humbled me. Representatives
of our gallant and chivalrous former foes, the Turks, united with us to pay homage to our dead
as well as to their own. The visit was hurried. At times we were whirled past well-remembered
places, where I longed to linger a little to join old memories with the present. Yet in all that
crowded journeying, in the brief pauses when we stood before the memorials, we felt about
us the invisible hosts of the dead. We had come prepared to mourn for those who lie on other
battlegrounds, or are cradled in the sea.

Between Two Dawns
There is a wider significance than those months of stress and hardship, of disappointment
and bitterness that followed. For in that agony and pain New Zealand and Australia were born
into true nationhood. But on that day when we returned to Gallipoli, our general homage
became mingled with personal grief. Carved names on short headstones or towering pillar
vividly reminded us of figures half forgotten. They came to life again as we had known them,
unaged by the years that had changed us...
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Beyond the Worksheet
These lessons have shown you just a few examples of how past New Zealanders were involved in
a national crisis and came through it together.
Here are activities to follow up on what you have learned:
-

The president of the RSA (Returned and Services Association) was on TV in March,
cancelling all Anzac Day services this year. He was tearful about it as it is the first time they
have ever been cancelled. Watch social media and see what people are going to do to
commemorate this special day.

-

In these lessons you have read diaries from long ago. Keep your own diary. Diaries are
important because they tell us how individuals saw the world changing around them. A
thousand records telling you what happened where and when will never be able to show
you how someone felt about it.

-

The poppy is a symbol for all those who died in WW1, and has come to represent all those
in the Armed Forces who have fought to defend our way of life. Design your own large
poppy (use anything red you can find in your house) and put it on the front fence of your
house in time for Anzac Day.

-

Check out the websites below to understand more.
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