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Conflict: Waikato
The aim of this introductory booklet is to explain the key events, places and people central
to the conflict in Waikato and how the area’s history played out.
This booklet will discuss the following topics:
- The Kīngitanga Movement
- The Taranaki Influence
- How positive relationships soured over land
- Governor Grey: Master of Propaganda
- The British advance led by Duncan Cameron
- The impact on land and people
- Redress for the invasion

James Cowan, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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The Kīngitanga
During the 1850s settler numbers in Aotearoa New Zealand swelled. By 1858 the number
of Pākehā in the country (for the first time) overtook that of Māori. Waikato-Tainui built and
operated flour mills, and were also exporting crops to Australia and California.
However, the demand for land was intensifying and Māori had largely been excluded from
politics, including the right to vote. Tāmihana Rauparaha of Ngāti Toa visited England in
1852 and upon his return started discussion about a Māori monarch. The idea of a local
monarch became more widely discussed as a way to hold fast to the land and Māori
sovereignty. This was not in rebellion to the local colonial government. The idea was to
work alongside the colonial government under the protection of the crown, which had been
promised in Te Tiriti o Waitangi. Traditionally, Māori had no central monarchy. Iwi were
independent and led by rangatira. This structure had left them open to divide and conquer
tactics.
Prominent rangatira Wiremu Tāmihana Tarapīpipi Te Waharoa (Ngāti Hauā) is credited
with installing the first Māori king. Wiremu wanted to unite all iwi under one umbrella. He
became known as ‘the kingmaker’. The movement was centered largely on the Waikato
rohe and people, however it had the support of many different iwi across the North Island.
The first Kīngi Māori, Pōtatau Te Wherowhero, vowed to protect the settlers of Auckland
and was built a house in Māngere for his services.
Supporting Links:
https://teara.govt.nz/en/kingitanga-the-maori-king-movement
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2MXRWgSF3U

NZ Herald Archive
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War in Taranaki
During the 1850s tensions in Taranaki had been rising over disputed land sales. Prominent
rangatira Wiremu Kīngi of Te Āti Awa objected to the sale and surveying of the Waitara
block. He expressed his opposition to the sale to the missionaries, through written
communications and then by peaceful occupation of the land with his people.
The first shots of the Taranaki war were fired on March 17th 1860 when British troops
assaulted Te Kohia pā. A shaky peace deal was arranged in 1861 however fresh fighting
broke out again in 1863.
A number of ‘Kīngites’ went in support of Wiremu Kīngi even though Kīngitanga leaders
had advocated for peace. Some had (still) promised to go in aid of Wiremu if he was
attacked.
Supporting Links:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fW20zpWlCC8&t=424s
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/taranaki-war-erupts-after-shots-exchanged-at-waitara
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/taranaki-wars/second-taranaki-war

freenzphotos.com, CC BY-SA 3.0 NZ
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/nz/deed, via Wikimedia Commons
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Rewi Maniapoto
Rewi Maniapoto was born in Waikato in the early 19th century. As a young man he
accompanied his father in 1831 as part of an expedition by Pōtatau Te Wherowhero’s taua
that captured Pukerangiora in 1832.
During the 1850s he emerged as a prominent supporter of the Kīngitanga and raised the
flag at Ngāruawāhia in 1858 when Pōtatau was installed as king. In 1860 he went to
Taranaki in support of Wiremu Kīngi, convinced his cause was a just one.
When the Waikato was invaded he responded by leading Ngāti Maniapoto forces in the
war. He was immortalized at the battle of Ōrakau, even though he advised against making
a stand there. Rewi was never far from the front-line and fought with great energy. After Te
Kooti’s defeat at Te Porere in 1869, Rewi realized his and his people’s objectives could not
be solely achieved solely through military means and looked for different solutions.
“During the Waikato campaign Māori had enormous respect for Rewi’s military prowess.
He advocated defensive preparations and showed a deeper understanding of British
military strategy than any other Māori leader. In combat Rewi was in undisputed command
and welded the defenders of Ōrakau into a fighting team, which denied the British the
decisive victory they sought”
https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1m8/maniapoto-rewi-manga

Archives New Zealand from New Zealand, CC BY-SA 2.0
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0, via Wikimedia Commons
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Governor Grey: Master of Propaganda
In 1861 George Grey returned for his
second term as Governor of New Zealand,
though this time, with more limited power as
parliament had been established in 1852.
Grey was not willing to accept dual
sovereignty in New Zealand. Plans for an
invasion of the Waikato had already
commenced under Governor Thomas Gore
Browne whose term ended before the plans
could be executed.
Grey was quick to pick up where Browne left
off and part of his preparation was a
successfully executed propaganda
campaign. Grey wrote to the authorities in
England proclaiming an imminent Waikato
plot to attack Auckland. As noted by
historian Vincent O’Malley – nothing could
be further from the truth. On the contrary,
Waikato iwi were responsible for feeding
and protecting the settlers of Tamaki
Makaurau, their main market.
From 1861 Grey’s preparations for war were
Alais, William Wolfe :Sir George Grey [engraving
executed at speed. In 1863 he completed a
from a photograph, ca 1861]., Public domain, via
military road (The Great South Road). This
Wikimedia Commons
threatened the Waikato tribes along with the
construction of The Queen’s Redoubt at
Pokeno – a large fort capable of holding over 1,000 soldiers.
Grey issued a proclamation in July which stated any ‘native’ in arms had forfeited their
rights to their land. This proclamation is the subject of much contention. A revised draft
copy from Archives New Zealand has a date of July 13th noted on the paper which does
not fit the narrative of it being issued on July 11th. This has drawn into question whether the
proclamation was even seen before the invasion.
In the late 1860s the British government sought to withdraw troops and leave New
Zealand to handle its own internal security. Grey managed to evade these orders for some
time. This resulted in his termination as Governor and his re-call to Britain in 1868.
Supporting Links
https://thespinoff.co.nz/society/06-12-2016/the-great-war-for-nz-broke-out-less-than-50km-from-queen-st-vincent-omalley-on-the-waikato-war-and-the-making-of-auckland/
https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1g21/grey-george
Image: https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/george-grey-painting
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Duncan Cameron and the Beginning of the
Invasion
Duncan Cameron was a career soldier who had
served with distinction during the Crimean War. He
was considered one of the most accomplished
officers of the British Army by the time he reached
New Zealand.
His handling of the Waikato campaigns was highly
criticized but much of this seems to have been in
hindsight. Some saw him as slow moving and
became frustrated at the pace of the war. What
they failed to see was his strength as a tactical
planner.
On July 12th 1863 Cameron and his army crossed
the Mangatāwhiri River to capture Ngāruawāhia.
This signaled the beginning of war. The advance
along the Great South Road was a slow one.
Cameron was forced to use large numbers of
troops to protect the supply line which was often
subject to raids. Māori were able to use the thick
bush cover along the road to their advantage. This
Unknown author, Public domain, via
resulted in the employment of scrub clearing
Wikimedia Commons
groups who would burn all the thick undergrowth in
an attempt to rid raiding parties of their cover. The Waikato River became an alternative,
safer way to transport supplies and troops.
During the Waikato campaign, Cameron had available to him more troops than were
available for the home defense of Britain. By the end of the war over 12,000 British troops
were stationed in NZ, with another 4,000 locally raised troops. British regiments included
the 12th, 14th, 18th, 40th, 50th 65th, along with members of the Royal Artillery, Royal
Engineers, and the Royal Navy. Locally raised units included The Forest Rangers, the
Colonial Defence Force, the Waikato Militia, the Auckland Militia and volunteers. A few
hundred kūpapa Māori took part in the war, and Cameron also had an armored fleet of
ships with a number of cannon and heavy artillery onboard.
By the end of the war he had become quite disillusioned by what he saw as colonial land
grabbing and the use of Imperial Forces to do so.
His impact on New Zealand has been described as “profound” by historian, James Belich.
Alongside Grey his actions tipped the balance of power in favour of Pākehā.
Supporting Links
https://thespinoff.co.nz/society/06-12-2016/the-great-war-for-nz-broke-out-less-than-50km-from-queen-st-vincent-omalley-on-the-waikato-war-and-the-making-of-auckland/
Image: https://nzhistory.govt.nz/people/duncan-cameron
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The Initial Battles for Waikato
After the initial invasion the 65th regiment established the Alexandra Redoubt above the
Waikato River in order to gain control of the lower river.
A battle ensued at Koheroa on July 17th where Māori defenders led by Te Huimara of Ngāti
Hauā, were forced to retreat when their positions were attacked by Cameron. Fifteen
defenders were killed and the British were now able to build a redoubt aimed at the Māori
defenses at Meremere. The Kīngitanga defenders, numbered around 1,000, under the
leadership of Wiremu Kīngi were well entrenched there. The pā was strategically located
to prevent further advance by the British into the Waikato.
Raids on Cameron’s supply line had slowed his advance south but on October 27th he was
able to move forward with his steamboats and open fire on the Māori positions. The
defenders had limited weapons, and ammunition, and were forced to retreat to the east
after being outflanked. It was not the ultimate defeat Cameron desired.
Supporting Links
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/war-in-waikato/opening-phase
The Great War for New Zealand. Vincent O’Malley
Rangiriri
Rangiriri has been called the ‘decisive battle’ of the Waikato wars by historians. The
defensive works of Waikato-Tainui spanned along a ridge from the Waikato River to Lake
Waikare. Defenders inside this massive design numbered around 500.
On November 20th with a land force of 850 and another few hundred in support, Cameron
launched an assault on Rangiriri. He had three field guns and supporting cannon on the
steamers Avon and Pioneer. After two hours of bombardment a full-frontal attack on the
defenses was made. The forward rifle pits were over-run but Māori held the main parapets.
Another three assaults were repulsed by the defenders, but the outer rifle pits and
trenches were occupied and blocked their main line of retreat. Fortunately, many were still
able to escape. When dawn broke a white flag was seen flying from within the pā. This
was not a surrender but an attempt to negotiate a truce. Cameron did not negotiate terms
and he instructed the fighters to give up their weapons to which he was met with no
resistance. Over 180 men were taken prisoner, including a number of rangatira. Casualties
were high with approximately 40 killed on each side.

Charles Heaphy, Public Domain, via
Wikimedia Commons
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Supporting Links:
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/war-in-waikato/rangiriri
https://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PA1712/S00181/new-highway-battle-of-rangiriricommemoration-site-opened.htm
https://www.rnz.co.nz/stories/201818953/'tainui-has-never-forgotten-the-atrocities-againsttheir-women-and-children'
Rangiaowhia
In November 1863 Wīremu Tamihana attempted to negotiate peace, sending Cameron his
mere pounamu as a sign of goodwill. His attempts to negotiate were ignored.
The Kīngitanga and Waikato defenders had built a defensive line centered on Pāterangi
pā. Behind this line of defense were important food producing villages such as Rangiowhia
and Hairini.
From December 8th Ngāruawāhia was occupied by the British and Colonial forces.
Cameron ordered a contingent of 3,000 men to advance south to Pāterangi. Rather than
attack the position on February 20th 1863, his men were guided around the southern flank
of the pā undetected. At dawn on February 21st the combined force of British regulars,
Forest Rangers led by Gustovas Von Tempsky, and Marmaduke Nixon’s cavalry attacked
Rangiaowhia. The village was full of old men, women and children. It was virtually
undefended. Houses were set on fire and people were shot as they tried to escape. Even
though people tried to surrender they were still massacred. Rewi Maniapoto and other
fighters quickly left Pāterangi and worked to establish a defensive line at Hairini but they
were beaten back and forced into further retreat. The loss of Rangiaowhia and its
resources was a serious blow to the Kīngitanga.
Supporting Links:
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/99417959/when-the-war-came-to-rangiaowhia
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/war-in-waikato/invasion-continues

James Cowan, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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Ōrakau
Ōrakau was the scene of the last battle of the Waikato war. Like Rangiaowhia, it is
surrounded in controversy.
In late March the construction of a new fortified position was underway. Rewi Maniapoto
advised against this site but was swayed by allies of Tuhoe and Raukawa. Eager to fight,
they had been cut off by kūpapa in the early days of the war. The pā was an L shaped
redoubt style. Attacks by the British and Colonial units began on March 31st 1864 and
involved over 1,000 men. The defenders, numbering no more than a few hundred (up to
1/3 women), were able to beat back several attacks.
Cameron changed tactics to surround the pā rather than attack it front on. This did not fare
well for the defenders who had by now run out of food, water and ammunition. On April 2nd
the defenders chose to evacuate over the south east parapet and attempt to escape. This
caught the attackers by surprise as it occurred at broad daylight around 3.30pm. After
breaking through the British cordon and fleeing for the swamps they were pursued and
shot at as they tried to retreat. This was where most lives were lost – around 160 Māori,
including women, bayoneted as they lay wounded.
The survivors fled across the Pūnui River into Ngāti Maniapoto territory (which became
known as the King Country) where pākehā intrusion was forbidden. Cameron and his army
did not pursue them any further, however they sacked and destroyed their villages and
crops. Over 1.2 million acres of land was confiscated from Waikato-Tainui in the aftermath.
‘The war had a more profound influence on the shaping of New Zealand as a nation than
World War I did.’ - Vincent O’Malley

James Cowan, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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Return the Land
“Generations of Tainui were condemned to lives of poverty and landlessness, while the
fertile, confiscated lands of Waikato enriched a handful of Auckland speculators (some of
whom, like Thomas Russell and Frederick Whitaker, were members of the government at
the time of the invasion). These lands would eventually form the basis of a lucrative dairy
industry from which Māori were mostly sidelined.” - Vincent O’Malley
Kīngi Tawhiao worked hard to have Waikato lands restored without success. He even
travelled to London in 1884 to seek help from Queen Victoria.
His descendants and heirs to the throne also worked for the return of their land and mana.
In 1995 under the leadership of their Māori queen – Dame Atairangikaahu, Waikato-Tainui
reached the first ever historic treaty claim settlement relating to the wars. They were
awarded $170 million in money and land. This act was signed by Queen Elizabeth II and
the agreement made law during her state visit that year.
However, the land at the time was valued at $12 billion.
New Zealand's parliament heard how the invasion of the Waikato in 1863 was:
‘...wrongful and totally unjustified ... the confiscations were unjust, and ... Waikato-Tainui,
far from being in rebellion, were in fact defending hearth and home ... The Waikato war
and the confiscations that followed caused devastation ... The people were dispersed, and
there was widespread suffering, distress and deprivation ... The land of their ancestors had
been taken from them with the stroke of a pen’
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/treaty/the-treaty-in-practice/waikato-tainui
Problems are still arising from the conflicts and confiscations of the 1860s. Ihumātao for
example, was confiscated after the Waikato Wars and on-sold by the crown to Fletcher
Construction. The iwi there had been branded rebels for their ties to Waikato-Tainui. A
peaceful protest organized under the leadership of Pania Newton successfully halted the
desecration of sacred sites by Fletcher. Ihumātao is the subject of much current heated
debate.
Supporting Links:
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/waikato-tainui-sign-deed-settlement-crown
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/85344927/waikato-war-a-profound-influence-inshaping-nz
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/te-manu-korihi/395121/explainer-why-ihumatao-is-beingoccupied-by-protectors
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJkXj2eYq1Q&t=2113s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mJwRVOKm8gA&t=628s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgZT0_8Hpw0
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Waiata; composed by Kīngi Tawhiao
Ka ngapu te whenua. Ka haere ngā tāngata ki whea?
E Ruaimoko!
Purutia! Tawhia! Kia ita! A—a—a ita! Kia mau, kia mau!
The earthquake shakes the land. Where shall man find an abiding place?
God of the lower depths.
Hold fast our land! Bind, tightly bind! Be firm, be firm!
Nor let it from our grasp be torn!

Alexander Turnbull Wellington, NZ. EP.1995/4375B/33A-F
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