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to increase dramatically in New Zealand. With the 

beginning of organised colonisation came disputes  over land. 
e European settlers viewed land as an economic base, while 

for Māori it was more like a collective home and the centre of 
tribal traditions. 
Misunderstandings, racial antagonism and economic 
competition aggravated land issues and led to organised 
hostilities. 

T     
between  Māori and 

European came at Wairau 
on 17 June 1843, when 
armed settlers attempted 
to seize land they believed 
they owned, from Māori, 
including Te Rauparaha, who 

believed the land belonged to 
Ngāti Toa. e settlers were 
routed and no further action 
took place as there were no 
troops available to enforce 
the settlers’ view of European 
law.

I     
out in the Bay of Islands 

where Hōne Heke and Te 
Ruki Kawiti led a campaign 
against British rule. In order 
to emphasise his sovereignty 
rather than the British crown’s, 
Hōne Heke chopped down 
the agpole at Kororāreka 
three times. e nal felling 
of the ag on 11 March 1845, 
became the rst battle of the 
New Zealand Wars. In the 

next battles at Puketutu and 
Ohaeawai, the British were 
defeated. ey were unable to 
adapt to a new type of warfare 
which incorporated clever pā 
forti cations well defended 
by Māori, equipped with the 
latest weapons. During the 

nal battle in January 1846, 
the British took Ruapekapeka 
pā, thus ending this phase of 
the New Zealand Wars.

T
 DATE MARKS THE ANUAL OBSERVANCE      

of Ra Maumahara,  the National Day of 
Commemoration for the New Zealand Wars.

A historically signicant date, 28 October marks 
the day in 1835 when 'He Whakaputanga o te 

Rangatiratanga o Niu Tīreni | e Declaration of 
Independence of the United Tribes of  New Zealand' 

was signed.
Ra Maumahara National Day of Commemoration 
asks New Zealanders to remember and honour those 
who fought on our own soil during the New Zealand 

Wars. It is estimated that there were around 3000 
casualties during these conicts.

F    
place in the Wellington 

district in 1846. is ghting 
was mainly raiding and 
minor skirmishes between 
Government forces led by the 
Governor, Sir George Grey, 

and Ngāti Rangatahi and 
allies from Whanganui. More 
limited ghting took place in 
Whanganui in 1847, followed 
by thirteen years of uneasy 
peace.
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The first open clash 
between Maori and 

Pakeha came at Wairau on 
17 June 1843, when armed 
settlers attempted to seize 
land they believed they owned, 
from Maori, including Te 

T
his date marks the annual observance 
of Ra Maumahara, the National Day of 

Commemoration for the New Zealand Wars.

28 October marks the day in 1835 when ‘He 
Whakaputanga o te Rangatiratanga o Niu Tireni 
| The Declaration of Independence of the United 
Tribes of New Zealand’ was signed. This declaration 
of Maori sovereignty was recognised by the British 
Parliament in 1836.

Ra Maumahara National Day of Commemoration 
asks New Zealanders to remember and honour 
those who have fought on our soil during the New 
Zealand Wars. It is estimated there were around 3000 
casualties during these conflicts.

In 1845 conflict broke out 
in the Bay of Islands where 

Hone Heke and Ruki Kawiti 
led a campaign against British 
rule and the imposition of 
conditions that undermined 
their economy. In order to 
assert their sovereignty Hone 
Heke chopped down the 
flagpole at Kororareka three 
times, culminating in the first 
battle of the New Zealand 
Wars in 1845. The British 

were defeated at Puketutu 
and Ohaeawai as they were 
unable to adapt to a new type 
of warfare which incorporated 
clever pa fortifications well 
defended by Maori, equipped 
with the latest weapons 
supplied by Pakeha arms 
traders. The British eventually 
took Ruapekapeka pa in 1846, 
ending this phase of the New 
Zealand Wars.

Further conflict took 
place in the Wellington 

district in 1846. This fighting 
was mainly raiding and 
skirmishes between the  
Government forces led by 
the Governor, Sir George 

Grey, and Ngati Rangatahi 
and Whanganui allies. 
Limited fighting occured in 
Whanganui in 1847, followed 
by thirteen years of uneasy 
peace.

During the 1840s, European colonisation began to 
increase dramatically in New Zealand. With the beginning 

of organised colonisation, disputes arose over the purchase of 
Maori land. Pakeha settlers viewed the land as an economic base 
to profit from, while for Maori the environment personified 
Atua | forces, provided sustenance for all life, and stewardship 
of the land was a collective responsibility bound by whakapapa | 
genealogy. 
Misunderstandings, racial antagonism, and different world views 
aggravated land issues and led to organised hostilities. 

Rauparaha, who believed the 
land belonged to Ngati Toa. 
The settlers were routed and 
no further action took place 
as there were no troops to 
enforce the settlers’ claims of 
ownership.



A M
to nd and more settlers arrived wanting land, war broke out again

in the 1860s. e dominant reason this time was land. e Government 
considered that the sale of con scated land was a good way to ll the 
empty co ers of the impoverished colony. Although there was unity 

among some of the M ori tribes, particularly those recognising the 
M ori King, other tribes took the Government side because it was 
a chance to ght traditional enemies. On the Government side the 

ghting was done by the British Imperial regiments with the aid of 
local militia.

I         
Taranaki. Te tiawa land was at stake and 

Te tiawa and their allies, including many 
from the Waikato K ngitanga movement, 
defended a number of p  systems against over 
3,000 troops stationed in New Plymouth. e 
Government troops met some serious setbacks 
and had virtually no success until General Pratt 
took command. He began slowly reducing the 
p  systems by digging protected trenches up 
to the walls, thus making the p  indefensible. 
Even using this system, the war in Taranaki 

became bogged down and ended in favour of 
M ori as they had successfully defended their 
land against seizure. Because so many M ori 
came from the Waikato to assist the Taranaki 
tribes, the Government decided that it needed 
to strike at the heart of the K ngitanga 
movement in order to truly defeat the ‘rebels’.

F    ,  B  G    
commitment to New Zealand. e last years of the wars were fought 

by the New Zealand Government using its Armed Constabulary and 
other local volunteer units. Religion was a dominant factor in the nal 
stages of the wars. Pai M rire promised to save its Hauhau followers 
from P keh . T tokowaru was a prominent and successful leader of this 
movement in the Whanganui and Taranaki areas, winning every battle 
against the Colonial forces, until his mana vanished and his followers 

deserted him. Resistance to con scation of Taranaki land became non-
violent and nished with a harsh Government crackdown at Parihaka. 

e Hauhau movement was also active on the East Coast and another 
dominant leader arose there with his own religion. Te Kooti and his 
Ringat  followers evaded capture for over three years using traditional 
ambushes and surprise attacks. Te Kooti was not as successful when 
defending p  systems and he was nally defeated. With the end of Te 
Kooti’s campaign in 1872, the New Zealand Wars ‘o cially’ ended.

TARANAKI WARS

I    
G  

  
W    
down the K ngitanga 

movement. After building the Great South 
Road to supply the campaign, the Imperial 
Regiments and locally raised Colonial units 
under General Cameron invaded south down 
the Waikato river. After initially defending 
successfully using guerrilla tactics, Waikato 
M ori built immense defensive lines of 
forti cations at Meremere, Rangiriri, and 
P terangi. Meremere was bypassed and 

Rangiriri taken controversially by the invaders 
after an intense day-long battle. e M ori 
King then abandoned his headquarters at 
Ng ruaw hia as it could not be defended. 

e strength of the nal p  forced General 
Cameron to bypass the P terangi line rather 
than attacking it and the Government gained 
victory at Waikato by occupying the area rather 
than defeating the defenders. e nal battle, at 

r kau, was a victory for the invaders but still 
did not end M ori resistance. Further actions 
were fought in the Tauranga area at Gate P  
and Te Ranga before the Waikato campaign 

nally ended. 
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As Maori land became harder to purchase, and Pakeha 
demand for land increased, war broke out again in the 

1860s. The sale of confiscated Maori land was an expedient way 
to accelerate Pakeha settlement, and to fill the empty coffers of 
an impoverished colony. Maori resisted the seizure of their lands, 

and many tribes, especially those recognising the Maori King, 
supported each other in their resistance to land confiscations. On 
the Government side the fighting was done by the British Imperial 
regiments with the aid of local militia, and some ‘friendly’ Maori 
who saw an opportunity to protect their own tribal interests.

In 1860 the first conflict began in 
Taranaki. Te Atiawa and their allies, 

including many from the Waikato Kinitanga 
movement, defended a number of pa 
systems against over 3000 troops stationed 
in New Plymouth. The Government troops 
met serious setbacks and had little success 
until General Pratt took command. He 
began slowly reducing the pa systems by 
digging protected trenches up to the walls, 
making the pa indefensible. The war in 

Taranaki became bogged down and costly. 
The 1863 NZ Settlements Act enabled the 
Government to confiscate over one million 
acres of Taranaki land as punishment to 
‘rebellious’  Taranaki Maori.

In 1863 the 
Government 

invaded the Waikato 
to extinguish 
the Kingitanga 

at Meremere, Rangiriri, and Paterangi. 
Meremere was bypassed and Rangiriri taken 
controversially by the invaders after an 
intense day-long battle. The strength of the 
final pa forced General Cameron to bypass 
the Paterangi line rather than attack it, and 
the Government gained victory at Waikato 
by occupying the area rather than defeating 
the defenders. The final battle, at Orakau was 
a victory for the invaders but it did not end 
Maori resistance. Further actions were fought 
in Tauranga at Pukehinahina-Gate Pa, and Te 
Ranga before the Waikato campaign ended.

movement which was claimed to be in 
opposition to the sovereignty of Queen 
Victoria. After building the Great South 
Road to supply the campaign, the Imperial 
Regiments and locally raised Colonial units 
under General Cameron invaded south 
down the Waikato river. Waikato Maori built 
immense defensive lines of fortifications 

From 1865 until 1872 the British Government reduced 
its commitment to New Zealand. The last years of the New 

Zealand Wars were fought by the New Zealand Government using 
its Armed Constabulary and local volunteer units to enforce its 
land confiscations, and accelerate Pakeha settlement. Titokowaru 
was a prominent and successful leader of Pai Marire resistance to 
confiscations in Taranaki and Whanganui in the 1860s. Te Kooti and 
his Ringatu supporters were pursued for rebellious acts of resistance, 

and evaded capture for over three years using traditional ambushes 
and surprise attacks. With the end of Te Kooti’s campaign in 1872, 
the New Zealand Wars ‘officially’ ended. Te Whiti o Rongomai and 
Tohu Kakahi however, asserted continued ownership of their lands 
and challenged the legality of the Government’s land confiscations. 
They employed new tactics of passive resistance, and in 1881 their 
community at Parihaka, Taranaki, was invaded and desecrated by the 
Armed Constabulary and volunteer militias from around the country.
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to increase dramatically in New Zealand. With the 
beginning of organised colonisation came disputes  over land. 

e European settlers viewed land as an economic base, while 
for Māori it was more like a collective home and the centre of 
tribal traditions. 
Misunderstandings, racial antagonism and economic 
competition aggravated land issues and led to organised 
hostilities. 
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