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He waka eke noa 
We are all in this together 

History isn’t something that happens to someone else. Right now you are living through an 
extraordinary event that is changing the New Zealand way of life: the COVID-19 pandemic. Future 
students might look back on this moment and ask how did they feel? How did they make it 
through? We can ask the same questions about the Treaty of Waitangi and the extraordinary 
challenge of two different peoples negotiating a contract for living together. This challenge of living 
together has been characterised by misunderstandings and violence, as well as mutual support 
and respect. 

Modern New Zealand is very different to Aotearoa of 1840. One essential value that remains 
constant from the time of the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi, and is essential for meeting the 
challenges of COVID-19, is good will. And good will spreads just like a virus!  

Good will influences how we respond to challenges and emergencies looking for ways to help and 
support each other. Good will determines how communities look after their vulnerable people. 
Good will influences international relationships and cooperation. 

For each of the learning sessions below: 

- Read the supporting text and view the video clip. 

- Respond to the questions and instructions. 

- Share your ideas and answers with your classmates, friends, teachers, whānau. 
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Activity 1: A Time of Disruption 

Britain was a super power in the 1800s. It needed land and natural resources to keep expanding 
its empire, and colonised other countries to do so. Other powerful countires were in the business 
of colonisation too. Colonisation was often violent. Disease arrived with the new people, for which 
the indigeneous population had no immunity. Instead of just getting sick, diseases like smallpox 
and measles killed people. 

This was a time of disruption for Māori where they encountered new ways of thinking, new 
technologies, and uncertain futures.  

 

 

 

 

1a What were the Māori chiefs worried about prior to the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi?  
1b What were some of the Missionaries concerns? 
1c What might have been some of the consequences of uncontrolled colonisation? Who would 
have suffered most from that? 
1d Alert Level 4 means uncontrolled community transmission of COVID-19. That means 
COVID-19 is spreading in your community, town or city.That makes it very easy to catch, and very 
difficult to treat. Make a mind map of what you have learnt from this session. 
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colonisation 

The act of sending people 
to live in and govern 
another country. 

indigenous 

Naturally existing in a place 
or country. 

immunity 

A bodily system that resists 
a disease or medical 
condition.
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View the video clip from the beginning until you 
are 6 mins 30 secs in, and stop. Respond to the 
questions and instructions which you will find at 
the bottom of the video clip (view the video clip 
again if you need to).

To Video

Protest at Waitangi

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xc7GySsFuA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xc7GySsFuA


Activity 2: He Iwi Tahi Tātou – Are We One People?  

The Treaty of Waitangi was signed in 1840 by William Hobson on behalf of Queen Victoria and 
Britain, and by over 500 Māori chiefs. 
There is an English language version Treaty of Waitangi, and a Māori language version Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi. 
Only 39 chiefs signed the English language version, and the majority of the chiefs signed Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi. 
The Māori language version of the Treaty of Waitangi does not convey the meaning of the English 
language version because the treaty negotiations were rushed and did not clarify the difference 
in meaning. So the Māori chiefs had different expectations from Te Tiriti o Waitangi compared to 
William Hobson and the British government. 

 

 

 

 

2a What were some of the arguments for and against the signing the Treaty of Waitangi?  
2b What English word is used to translate kāwanatanga from Te Tiriti o Waitangi in the Treaty of 
Waitangi? 
2c How do you check you share the same understanding of a message compared to your friends 
or parents?  
2d Write a list of the ways the COVID-19 messages have been shared with you? 
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treaty 

Written agreement between 
one or more countries that 
is signed by their leaders. 

negotiations 

A discussion that resolves 
an issue in a way that both 
parties find acceptable. 

clarify 

To make something easier 
to understand by giving 
more detail.
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View the video clip from the beginning until you 
are 11 minutes in, then stop. Respond to the 
questions and instructions below.

To Video

Haka

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xc7GySsFuA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xc7GySsFuA


Activity 3: A Time for Choices 

Māori began to realise their lands and way of life were under threat from rapidly increasing 
colonisation. Māori economic prosperity began to decline through dodgy land sales and 
business dealings, and the outbreak of war. Some Māori saw opportunities for their tribes, aligned 
themselves with the British, and fought against other Māori. Survival was at stake – just like now! 

 

 

 

 

3a What do you think Māori expected from Te Tiriti o Waitangi? 

3b What do you think British colonials expected from the Treaty of Waitangi? 

3c Search for two other online video clips about the Treaty of Waitangi.  

3d What choices are you making as we go through the COVID-19 pandemic?  
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economy 

Production and sale of 
goods and services and 
allocation of resources. 

prosperity 

Successful flourishing 
conditions, and wellbeing. 

align 

Cooperation and 
agreement between 
groups.
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View the video from where you paused in the 
previous session until the end of the clip. 
Respond to the questions and instructions 
(below).

To Video

Parliment buildings, Wellington

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xc7GySsFuA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xc7GySsFuA


Activity 4: Good Futures for All 

  
You have explored the past to understand your future. It is always good to put yourself in someone 
else’s shoes, and to ask yourself what might I have done had I been in their position? COVID-19 is 
disrupting society as we speak.  

One consequence of the New Zealand Wars and its aftermath is greater poverty and poorer health 
for Māori communities today. Economists and politicians are warning there will be economic 
impacts as a result of COVID-19, and vulnerable communities will suffer more. 

Our Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern, has asked us to be kind. Let’s use this pandemic as an 
opportunity to discuss our values and what sort of country we want to grow up in. 

 

 

 

4a Search for songs that have a message of goodwill, and make a playlist to share.  

4b Choose one song and explain how it gets its message across? 

Think about the lyrics (words), the instruments, the tempo (fast, slow, a mix), the visuals. 

I chose this version of ‘Give’ by Stan Walker because I love the simplicity of the studio setting that 
emphasises Stan’s voice as the main instrument with a little support from the backing vocalists 
and one keyboard. There is no percussion or drum beats apart from the clicking of fingers. The 
voice is king here. The tempo or pace of the song is quite slow as it’s a listening song, not a dance 
song. Because of the slow tempo and voice as the main instrument I can hear and feel the lyrics 
more deeply which reminds me to be true to myself, and, for me, love is more important than 
having lots of stuff. Stan you’re the man! 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Listen to this clip “Give’ by Stan Walker

To Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xc7GySsFuA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xc7GySsFuA


Beyond the Worksheet 

- Build a powerpoint of five slides to summerise your understanding of the Treaty of 
Waitangi. Give each slide a title. Use one idea for each slide.  

- Volunteering. Look for opportunities to volunteer and make a difference to someone else. 
Work with a group of friends or a club. Check with your teacher and family before doing 
anything. 
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Aoteroa, New Zealand

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xc7GySsFuA

